Tu Tzu-chun                       m
longer dressed in lay costume but in the hat and robe of a Taoist
priest) gave Tzu-chun three white pills and a cup of wine and en-
joined him to take them at once. This done, he laid down a tiger
skin under the west wall and made Tzu-chun sit on it facing east.
"Do not utter a single word no matter what you see/' the old man
cautioned him. "You will see gods and demons, yaJ^shas 3 and wild
beasts, and the tortures of hell, and you will see your dear ones
subjected to their threats and tortures. But remember that noth-
ing that you see is true and that nothing will hurt you, as long
as you remain immovable and silent. Remember well what I say and
be not afraid."
With these words the Taoist went away, and as Tzu-chun fol-
lowed him with his eyes, he noticed in the court a huge jar filled
with water.
No sooner had the Taoist gone than the cliffs and valleys began
to echo with the hoofs of a myriad horses and the earth to shake
with the shouting and tumult of their riders. Then a man who
styled himself the General came into the hall with a guard of
several hundred men. Both he and his horse were covered with
armors of gold, while all his men carried swords and bows and
arrows.
"Who are you that you presume not to hide away from me, the
General?" he shouted. His guards, too, came forward, brandishing
their swords, and demanded to know his name and what he was
doing there, but Tzu-chun would not answer. His interrogators
became very angry, and the clanging of their swords and the
twanging of their bow strings became like thunder. Still Tzu-chun
refused to answer. The General then went away in a fury, fol-
lowed by his men.
Presently the hall was invaded by waves of ferocious tigers and
foul-smelling dragons, and vipers and scorpions. They roared
round him and crawled over him and made as if they were about to
devour him, but Tzu-chun held his peace and stirred not a muscle.
After a while, they, too, went away.
Then a storm broke loose in the sky and thunder and lightning
8 Demon of Hindoo mythology, Sinicized ych-ch'a.